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Is it Eternal?
From someone who has the tendency to make ‘mountains out of 
molehills’, the following devotion by Dorothy Shellenberger, has been a 
reminder to ‘keep things in perspective’.

In 1976 my husband and I had the privilege of having Corrie ten Boom 
in our home for almost a week when she spoke at our local college. Her 
travelling companion Pamela Rosewell became a frequent guest in our 
home after Corrie’s death.

Pam is English, and one day we were just finishing a cup of afternoon tea, 
when I stumbled over my little dog. Cups and saucers fell to the floor and 
broke into a dozen pieces. I yelled at my dog and went on and on about 
the value of the broken Wedgwood. Finally, Pam said softly, “It’s not eternal 
Dorothy”. I was embarrassed that I had made such a ‘to-do’ over broken 
crockery. I remembered that, “Is it eternal?” had been a favourite saying of 
Tante Corrie’s. 

Since then these three little words have again become a familiar saying 
in our house and have helped to keep little and big things more in 
perspective.

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well. Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” Matthew 6:33

Dorothy Shellenberger, “Daily Guideposts, 1992

Submitted by Cheryl Ziegeler

Upcoming Events
WEEK 2

WED 6 FEBRUARY
• Parent Information Evening  6:30pm

     Yr 1,4,5

THU 7 FEBRUARY
• Parent Information Evening 6:30pm

      Yr 2,3,6

FRI 8 FEBRUARY
• Welcome to St Paul Celebration 3:30pm

WEEK 3

TUES 12 FEBRUARY
• School Tour 1:45pm

WED 13 FEBRUARY
• Student Leaders’ Installation 9:00am

THU 14 FEBRUARY
• Scholastic Book Orders Due

WEEK 4

FRI 22 FEBRUARY
• Whole School Assembly

WEEK 5

MON 25 FEBRUARY
• Tri-Skills Yrs 3-6

THU 28 FEBRUARY
• District Swimming

FRI 01 MARCH
• Shed Men 6:30pm



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Reception 2019

From the Principal
WELCOME TO NEW FAMILIES AND STUDENTS
Yesterday we welcomed our Reception students to their 
first week of school. Our senior students have been 
eagerly awaiting their arrival, very much looking forward 
to helping them settle into school routines.

In addition to our youngest students and their families, 
we also welcome a number of new school families 
with students in other year levels. We pray that you 
and your child/ren find yourself feeling at home in our 
school community. I extend my thanks to the numerous 
existing parents who volunteered to be ‘friendly faces’ 
to our new families. New families, please call or email 
the office or make use of your friendly face family any 
time you have a question. We are here to help you and 
your child.

PARENT PORTAL AND STUDENT INFORMATION
All new families will be provided with information for 
their new parent portals in the coming week. This 
is a quick access point for your child’s medical and 
absentee information. I ask all parents and caregivers 
to ensure that you use your email link to login for the 
first time and create a password. Please also be sure 
to complete your electronic form containing updates 
for medical, contact, and privacy information for your 
family. This information is essential for us to provide the 
best care for your children. Our Administration staff are 
here to help, so please ask should you need assistance.

If you are an existing family and do not have a password 
for your parent portal, please contact Sherri in the 
office to receive a new link to set this up.

SCHOOL CALENDAR
Our St Paul website calendar is up to date with all of 
the events for 2019. Updates will be made from time 
to time, however you can be confident of major events 
and term dates for your own diaries. This calendar will 
also be available soon on our new St Paul App.

2021 ENROLMENTS
In the coming weeks I will be conducting enrolment 
interviews for new families enrolled for Reception in 
2021. We provide priority entry to siblings if we have 
their information on file. If you are a current family of 
St Paul and believe you may not have completed an 
enrolment form for your younger child, please ask at 
the office for a form as soon as possible. If you would 
like to check that you have a form in, please ask Natalie 
Broome to check for you.

Vacancies for Reception fill quickly each year, however 
there are some places for 2020, as well as places in 
some other year levels. If you have friends or extended 
family who are seeking a suitable place for their child’s 
education, we’d love you to direct them to us for a tour.

Leila Mattner |Principal

From the Deputy Principal
WEEK 0
Before students arrive in Week 1, teachers return in 
what is known as Week 0. Much of this week looks 
the same each year with elements such as new staff 
induction and meetings about policy updates being the 
norm. The key focus of the week though is giving time 
to teacher to learn and consider their own practice. 

This year, we had a large number of teachers come 
back a day early to complete a professional learning 
session on ‘writer’s notebook’ and ‘book making’ with 
Lisa Burman’s organisation ‘Consulting in Pedagogical 
Growth’. This is the second part of a professional 
learning journey that these teachers started last year. 
As an inquiry school, this approach to developing a love 
of literacy in students, has become an integral part of 
our writing program. Lisa’s organisation has hosted 
a number of professional learning sessions here at 
St Paul over the last year because of the passion of 
our teachers and to give other teachers, mostly from 
the government system, a chance to see how these 
programs work at St Paul in our learning spaces.

There was also a particular focus on wellbeing during 
Week 0. With a number of new teachers at St Paul this 

http://www.stpaulba.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


year, we revisited the principles of Positive Psychology 
and the PERMA Framework as well as fresh look at 
Restorative Justice. There will be an information night 
around wellbeing at St Paul later in the year where 
these topics and more will be discussed.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
STUDENT LEADERS’ INSTALLATION
Next Wednesday 13 February the School Captains, 
Sports Captains and our SRC leaders will be installed at 
Chapel at 9.00am. Please join us as Mrs Mattner leads 
this special service.

WELCOME TO ST PAUL CELEBRATION
Please join the St Paul Lutheran School community this 
Friday 8 February from 3:30pm as we welcome the new 
families with a special afternoon celebration. A light 
afternoon tea, drinks for the adults and zooper doopers 
for the kids will be provided. All welcome!

2019 INFORMATION PACKS 
An information pack was sent home last week with 
important information that the school requires for 
this year. In this pack you would’ve found a yellow 
database form, asthma care plan and a school card 
application. Families with students in Year 3 and Year 5 
also had information regarding the upcoming NAPLAN 
assessments. Every family must return the yellow 
database form and update information which may have 
changed. These forms are now overdue and require 
your immediate attention. If you have any questions, 
please contact the front office. 

SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS
If you wish to be a volunteer at St Paul Lutheran, 
you will need to collect a pack from the front office 
or alternatively contact the front office to get a pack 
sent home with your child. All volunteers require a 
DCSI clearance and need to complete the Valuing Safe 
Communities training. All current registered volunteers 
will have a new badge sent home in the coming weeks. 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
contact Carly Bergen cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY
Please note that our first whole school Assembly will 
be in Week 4 (Friday 22 February) lead by the Year 4 
McMahon class. 

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
TEAM SPORTS AT ST PAUL LUTHERAN
The following seasons apply to St Paul sports teams: 

Basketball- Summer season ongoing from Term 4 2018, 
Winter season Terms 3 & 4

Cricket- Term 1 & 4

Netball- Term 1 & 2

Football (AFL) Term 2 & 3

Football (Soccer) Term 2 & 3

An important reminder that the formation of teams 
depends on parent involvement. If you are willing to 
help in any capacity please come and see us. If your 
child is interested in playing one of the above sports, 
registration forms will be sent out via class trays the 
term prior to the season commencing. Spare copies 
can be obtained at the front office.

SPORTS PRACTICE CANCELLATION POLICIES
The following conditions and responsibilities apply to 
after-school team sport practices at St Paul Lutheran:

Hot Weather Policy – Practice sessions will be cancelled 
if the advertised maximum temperature on morning 
(up to 8:00am) radio/television/internet media is 33°C 
or above.

Wet Weather Policy – Practice sessions will be cancelled 
if it is raining at school at 2.30pm on the day of practice.

Parents/caregivers who are unsure whether or not an 
afternoon practice session has been cancelled due to 
inclement weather are advised to telephone the school 
office after 2.30pm.

Please note:  In the event of cancellation of a team 
practice by a coach, for reasons other than inclement 
weather, it is the responsibility of:
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a)    The coach concerned to communicate this to 
parents/caregivers of players (eg by SMS, phone call, 
email, newsletter or in person)

b)    Parents/caregivers of players concerned to reply to 
the coach’s message, to ensure that the coach is aware 
that all parents/caregivers know.

As a duty of care, children not collected by 3.35pm on 
occasions where sessions have been cancelled, will be 
escorted to SPLASH.

Jess Lampshire, Kym Mickan| Sports Coordinators

ST PAUL APP

Download it at the App store.

The  St Paul App will give you easy access to your portal 
via your mobile devices, including sending absentee 
messages, school calendar and other important 
communication. 

LLL BANKING
Open an LLL Children’s Saving account before 31 March 
2019, and LLL will pay you an opening gift of $25.00, if 
it’s the first LLL account in the child’s name. Be sure to 
write GET25 on your application. You can then drop the 
form back to us. Student banking day is Wednesday. 



St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
Fax +61 8 8262 4216 
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
FROM OUR SCHOOL MINISTRY WORKER
Welcome to a new school year on behalf of the St Paul Congregation. We 
also extend a very special welcome to all of our new St Paul families and in 
particular our Reception students and their families starting this week! We 
look forward to getting to know you over the coming months and pray your 
start at St Paul is smooth and a blessing to your family.

As a church staff, we have Pastor Greg Priebbenow, Nicole Hall (Child, 
Youth and Household Ministry Worker) and Naomi Burls (Office 
Administrative Manager). My name is Louise Venning and I am the School 
Ministry Worker at St Paul. My role includes helping to build and nurture 
the relationship between our congregation and school community and 
to contribute to the general life of the school. I hope to meet you in and 
around the school very soon.  

SAVE THE DATE
Our first St Paul Celebration Worship Sunday for the year is on Sunday 24 
March at 10:00am. More details to follow soon.

PLAYGROUP @ST PAUL 
Playgroup @St Paul is held each Tuesday during school terms, from 
9:00am-10:30am in the Church Hall. Children 0-5 years and their parent 
or carer are invited to join us for a time of play, craft, stories and singing. 
Our theme for Term 1 is Aussie Animals and our Week 1 focus is ‘Possums’. 
Come along and join the fun. Cost is $2.00 per family. Please bring a small 
snack for your child for snack time. 

SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 runs on the first and third Friday of 
the month during school terms. Our first night back for Term 1 is Friday 
15 February.  Our theme is Icebreakers and Games Night. Time 7:00pm-
9:00pm. Cost is $2.00 Supper provided. Any inquiries please contact Nicole 
on 0412 686 342.


